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LNH ACTION ASSIGNMENT
GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

          
November 10, 2011
State House and Legislative Office Building, Concord, NH
Government & Politics Goals
· To understand the governance structure in the State of New Hampshire.
· To examine the role of leadership in the political process.
· To examine your current involvement in the political process.
· To meet some of the key State political leaders.
· To talk with political representatives and learn more about their views on political involvement and leadership.  (action assignment)
Prior to our next session day, please complete the following: 
Select a legislator, lobbyist, State Agency employee or an Executive Council member to shadow for all or part of a day. You will be responsible for contacting the individual and arranging the shadowing. The length of time is up to you and the individual you will be following. Please allow enough time to not only sit and chat with them, but, if possible, to observe them “in action” at the State House, in a legislative committee or in their home district. 
The following is a sample of people who are familiar with LNH and who are familiar with the assignment.  You are not obligated to shadow one of these people. If you know someone else, please use them as a resource.   
For General Information Regarding Legislators:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/house/members/wml.aspx
Lobbyists:
	Jack Lightfoot, Child and Family Services
	Jim Bianco or Jodi Grimbalas , Bianco Professional Association (Concord)

	Dan Callahan, Devine, Millimet & Branch (Concord)
	Jim Monahan – The Dupont Group (Concord)

	Ann McLane Kuster or Dave Collins, Rath, Young, Pignatelli
Jim Demers or Bob Blaisdell – The Demers Group (Concord)
	Bruce Berke –or Kathy Veracco , Sheehan Phinney Capital Group (Concord)
Bob Clegg – Legislative Solutions (Concord)


State Agency or Higher Education Employees:
	
	Kathy Salisbury, Assoc. Vice Chancellor USNH

	Van McLeod, Commissioner, Cultural Resources
	Kathy Eneguess,  Pres. White Mt. Com College
Edward MacKay, Chancellor, University System of New Hampshire
Virginia Barry – Commissioner Dep’t of Education 

	Mel O’Connor – Retirement 
William Wrenn - Corrections
	Tom Burack – Commissioner, DES


Executive Council Members:
	http://www.nh.gov/council/


READING ASSIGNMENTS:
· Familiarize yourself with The New Hampshire General Court:  Go to www.gencourt.state.nh.us and read about the NH House of Representatives         and the NH Senate 
· Explore the State of New Hampshire website , noting especially the divisions of state government and the departments and agencies comprising the Executive Branch – www.nh.gov
· Read “The New State Budget: Looking back, looking forward” by Stephen Norton, New Hampshire Center for Public Policy Studies http://nhpolicy.org/report.php?report=285
· Familiarize yourself with local government.  Here is an article which highlights the impact the local elections have on statewide and national elections:  http://www.laconiadailysun.com/story/who-will-count-votes
