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CLASS OF 2008 
Biographical Information  
 
LAURIE ARMSTRONG-WHITNEY  is the Director of Marketing & 
Communications for Home Health & Hospice Care.  She is responsible for all 
marketing and public relations activities along with oversight of the Supportive 
Services Division.  Laurie also serves as adjunct faculty for the Graduate Schools 
of Business at Rivier College and New England College where she teaches 
Marketing, Strategic Planning and is a Thesis / Capstone Advisor.  Laurie received 
her undergraduate degree at Northeastern University and her Masters Degree in 
Organizational Management from New England College.  Laurie is a member of 
the Merrimack Chamber of Commerce and leads volunteer efforts in support of 
the rural homeless.  She resides in Merrimack with her husband and two children.   
 

 

MAUREEN BEAUREGARD  is the President and Founder of Families in 
Transition, a non-profit agency providing housing and services to homeless 
families and individuals in Manchester and Concord.   Through her vision and 
leadership, Families in Transition has grown from an agency providing transitional 
housing and services to five families in 1991 to one serving over 250 individuals 
and families in 2006, including 136 children.  The organization provides 
permanent as well as transitional housing.  
Currently, Maureen serves on the Leadership Committee of the Manchester 
Continuum of Care, the NH Charitable Foundation – Manchester Region, InTown 
Manchester, the NH Interagency Council to End Homelessness, the Balance of 
State Continuum of Care and the Manchester Interagency Council to End 
Homelessness.  She has also assisted multiple non-profit agencies throughout New 
England to duplicate similar housing and services provided by Families in 
Transition. Maureen received her Bachelors Degree at the University of New 
Hampshire.  Maureen has been honored with the New Hampshire National 
Association of Social Workers 2005 Citizen of the Year and the Key to the City of 
Manchester presented by Mayor Robert Baines, December 6, 2005. She has also 
been awarded the NH Business Review – Excellence in Non-Profit (2004) and the 
Susan B. Anthony Woman of the Year Award from the YWCA (2003).   Maureen 
is the very proud mother of seven-year-old twin boys. 
 

 

ZENAGUI BRAHIM  is Director of Operations at New Hampshire 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (NH MEP), an affiliate of the National 
Institute of Standards & Technology under the US Dept. of Commerce. NH MEP 
is a management & training organization that helps NH manufacturers improve 
productivity to compete globally. He has developed certificate programs in lean 
manufacturing delivered through partnerships with educational institutions and 
industry organizations. Previously, he was Director of the Institute of Professional 
& Executive Education at Merrimack College in North Andover, MA. He spent 9 
years in Thailand and in Saudi Arabia working in management training and supply 
chain Mgmt. He has lived in Pelham, NH with his family for the past 12 years. 
Zenagui has served on the board of the Greater Merrimack Valley Human 
Resources Association and is currently serving on the board of the Southern NH 
APICS Chapter and NE Association for Manufacturing Excellence. Zenagui is a 
frequent speaker on quality and process improvement practices. He graduated 
from the University of Oran, Algeria and his MALD from Tufts University. 
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THOMAS BRENNAN  is currently serving as Superintendent of the Schools for 
the Kearsarge Regional School District, SAU #65.  Prior to this position, he served 
as an Assistant Superintendent of Schools in the Manchester School District, 
Principal of Conant High School in Jaffrey and Assistant Principal in the Conval 
School District. During a four year hiatus from public education, Tom was the 
Director of Internal Operations for CFH Associates in Peterborough.  He was 
elected to serve on the Conval School Board representing the Town of Hancock. 
Tom is a member of the New London Rotary Club, a member of the New 
Hampshire School Administrators Association, serves on the community advisory 
board for TDS and the Ledyard Bank.  He and his wife, Wendy, live in New 
London.  They are the proud parents of four daughters and one granddaughter. 
 

 

MICHAEL COHEN  is currently the Executive Director of National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, NH.  Mr. Cohen has worked in the field of mental health 
administration and research for over twenty years. He has served as a school 
counselor, Director of a Community Mental Health Center, Director of an 
Assertive Case Management Team (ACT) and as the Associate Director of a 
Clinical Drug Trial Research Program in a free standing Psychiatric hospital.  Mr. 
Cohen has served for 12 years as a consultant to the Dartmouth Psychiatric 
Research Center and currently serves as an adjunct assistant professor at 
Dartmouth Medical School, Department of Psychiatry. He has worked on the 
development of infant and child mental health programs for primary care 
providers and mental health practitioners.  His mental health services research 
experience includes cost effective outcome for cocaine treatment, assessment and 
treatment planning methodology for older adults with mental illness and the 
development and implementation of Evidenced-Based Practice Resource 
Implementation Kits for the treatment of adults with serious mental illness. 
Currently he is working on a Social Security Administration funded research 
project to study supported employment and medication treatment as a vehicle for 
returning SSDI recipients back to the competitive employment.   Mr. Cohen 
received his BA and Masters degrees from the City University of New York and a 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study from the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education.   Mr. Cohen’s has broad experience as a treatment provider, 
administrator, and researcher. These experiences combined with his knowledge of 
mental illness and developmental psychology, his personal experience as a parent 
of a daughter with mental illness, provides him with a deep understanding of the 
needs of families and clients dealing with mental illness as well as the services and 
support systems necessary to promote recovery and build resilience.     
 

 

DENNIS DELAY  is Deputy Director at the New Hampshire Center for Public 
Policy Studies.  Mr. Delay is also the New Hampshire Forecast Manager for the 
New England Economic Partnership (NEEP), a non-profit organization dedicated 
to providing objective economic analyses and forecasts.  Mr. Delay has a thirty-
year record of success in economic development, policy analysis, forecasting, 
regional business expertise and public speaking and is a recognized expert on 
regional and national economics.  
Mr. Delay is a 1972 graduate of St. Anselm College, with a BA in Economics, 
cum laude.  He has been a member of St. Raphael parish for more than 20 years.  
He and his wife Marilyn have three daughters:  Mary, Caitlin and Dylan. 
 

 

TED DIERS is the Program Manager for the New Hampshire Coastal Program 
(NHCP), which is a part of the Department of Environmental Services.   As 
Program Manager, Ted is responsible for the coordination of the NHCP as one of 
the nation’s coastal zone management programs.  Over the past decade, he has 
focused his work on salt marsh restoration projects, assisting in revision state 
wetlands regulations, creating a state/local partnership to address sprawl issues in 
coastal communities and coordinating a groundwater sustainability project in the 
coastal watershed.   He received his BA in Economics and Political Science from 
Ripon College.  He also earned a Masters Degree from the Yale University School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies.   
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ANNE DUNCAN COOLEY has been the Executive Director of the Upper 
Valley Housing Coalition Since 2004. The UVHC is a nonprofit advocacy 
organization that promotes workforce housing in the Upper Valley. Anne is also 
on the board of Twin Pines Housing Trust, a nonprofit developer and manager of 
affordable housing. She serves on the steering committees of the NH Workforce 
Housing Council and the Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition, and is a Director 
of the New Hampshire Homebuilders Public Policy Alliance for Housing.   Anne 
is a longtime Director and recent Board Chair of the Upper Valley United Way. 
A graduate of Mt. Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA, Anne began her career 
as a lawyer after graduating from Vermont Law School with honors in 1989, and 
serving as Trial Court Law Clerk in Bennington County, Vermont. In 1990 she 
joined the law firm of Stebbins, Bradley, Harvey and Miller in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, practicing in both NH and VT. Anne was also a founder/ member of 
Upper Valley Women Lawyers, a mentoring network for female attorneys.  
 

 

JOHN  DYER is Director of Workforce Development and Community Education 
at New Hampshire Community Technical College-Berlin, and an adjunct faculty 
member. He was born and raised in small-town northern California and holds a 
B.A. in Government from California State University-Sacramento. Married to 
Katee (Snead) for 21 years, he has lived and worked in San Francisco, 
Sacramento, Los Angeles, New York City, and since 1990, Lyndonville, Vermont. 
A recent graduate of Leadership North Country, he looks forward to LNH. 
 

 

ALLEN ERICSON is Vice President of Operations and Business Development at 
Catholic Medical Center.  Prior to joining CMC in 2005, Allen served as the 
Assistant Chief Executive Officer/Chief Operating Officer at the Memorial 
Hospital of Salem County in New Jersey.  He began his healthcare career as an 
Officer in the Medical Service Corp of the US Air Force.  He has held many other 
administrative positions at various healthcare organizations over the past 15 years 
in several other states.  Allen holds an undergraduate degree from Rutgers 
University in Economics and an MBA from Widener University.  He did received 
a Certificate in Hospital Administration from Baylor University and is a Fellow in 
the American College of Healthcare Executives.  He is a recent graduate of the 
Leadership Manchester program, active in both the Manchester Rotary and NH 
Catholic Charities.  He resides in Mont Vernon with his wife Janét, two children 
Blake (3) and Jade (1) and their three English Setters.  He is an avid outdoorsman. 

 

 

JENNIFER FARRELL  is an attorney and the Executive Director of the New 
Hampshire Trial Lawyers Association, where she has worked since 2001.  
Previous to that, she was the New Hampshire Manager of Government Affairs at 
MediaOne/AT&T; she was the Legislative Policy Analyst for the New Hampshire 
Municipal Association, focusing on the deregulation of electricity; and before that, 
was the Executive Director of the Josiah Bartlett Center; Jennifer served on the 
Board of the Center for several years after.  Currently, Jennifer is on the Board of 
Governors of the National Association of Trial Lawyer Executives, and also 
serves on the Board of the NH Disabilities Rights Center.  Jennifer has lived in 
New Hampshire since 1978; she enjoys snowshoeing, summer lake activities, 
traveling, and spending time with her family.  She is also active in raising 
awareness and research money to help find a cure for ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). 
 

 

BETSY GARDELLA  is President & CEO of New Hampshire Public Radio. Prior 
to joining NHPR she was Project Director for American Public Media’s 2005 
Public Radio Collaboration, Think Global and Executive Vice President and COO 
of WNYC Radio. Betsy has served as a consultant to cultural, media and 
educational institutions including Development Exchange Inc., Developing Radio 
Partners, Public Radio Exchange; Minnesota Public Radio, New York University, 
Station Resource Group and WAMU. She currently serves on the National 
Council of Graywolf Press (Saint Paul, MN); Board of Directors, New Hampshire 
Center for Nonprofits (Concord, NH); Advisory Board, The Franklin Pierce 
College/Marlin Fitzwater Center for Communication (Rindge, NH); and Advisory 
Board, Playwrights Horizons Theater School (New York City). Betsy lives in 
Hopkinton with her husband, David White, and daughter, Katy. 
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DAN  HENDERSON a transplanted Virginian, has lived in Keene for 20 years. 
He served as General Counsel at Markem Corp. until the company was sold to 
Dover Corp. last December. There he was a key player in a number of 
acquisitions, licensing and other corporate deals and in the sale of the company. 
Daniel was the instigator of the purchase and revitalization of the Colonial 
Theatre, and continues to sit on that board. Daniel and Ann, owner of Ann 
Henderson  Interiors in Keene, have four children – William, 22, Emily, 20, 
Caroline, 18, and Annie, a rising 8th grader at Keene Middle School. Daniel’s 
interests include community revitalization, music, photography, cycling, squash, 
gardening and reading. The next chapter of Daniel’s career is not yet known but 
several opportunities (all in the Keene area) hold promise. In the meantime, he is 
threatening to take up golf. 
 

 

JEANNE HERRICK  is a shareholder and practice group leader for the Trial and 
Appellate Practice Group at Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell, P.C. in Concord.  Her 
litigation practice is focused primarily on business and commercial disputes.  She 
is also involved in construction litigation and the enforcement of creditors' rights 
in bankruptcy.  Recently, with training assistance provided by the New Hampshire 
Bar Association’s Pro Bono Program, she brought together a group of attorneys in 
her office who make themselves available on short notice to represent tenants 
facing eviction actions.  Jeanne is a former law clerk to the New Hampshire 
Supreme Court, most recently for Associate Justice James E. Duggan, and worked 
as a staff attorney for the New Hampshire Public Defender program.  She is a 
graduate of the University of New Hampshire and Franklin Pierce Law Center.  
She is vice chair of the New Hampshire Bar Association’s Business Litigation 
Section and a member of the Bar’s Committee for Cooperation with the Courts.   
 

 

CRAIG JEWETT  President of Jewett Construction Co. Inc., is a member of the 
board of directors of the Exeter Chamber of Commerce, past Union Leader 40 
under 40 award recipient and a past recipient of Business NH Magazine’s Business 
of the Year.  The Jewett family has been active in the NH construction industry for 
over 40 years, always ensuring the highest level of quality and craftsmanship with 
each project.  Craig holds a B.S. in Environmental Planning from Slippery Rock 
University and currently resides in Raymond, NH with his Fiancé Alison and his 
two children, Nicklas Jewett and Elizabeth Reagan Jewett. 

 

 
JAY KAHN  has been Vice President for Finance and Planning of Keene State 
College in New Hampshire since 1988.  He serves as the chief financial and 
administrative officer with a number of functions reporting to him including: 
budget planning, business services, student financial services and aid, technology 
services, institutional research, physical plant and auxiliary services.  He convenes 
the College’s Planning Council, Information Technology Committee and Facilities 
Planning Committee.  Prior to joining KSC, he was the Associate Vice President 
for Administration and Planning at Governors State University, University Park, 
Illinois, where he worked in various capacities from 1978 to 1988, and from 1973 
to 1978 with the Illinois Board of Higher Education, last as Assistant Director for 
Academic Affairs.  Dr. Kahn received a B.A. degree from Northern Illinois 
University and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Illinois.  He is the 
past-Chairperson of the National Association of College and University Business 
Officers, Comprehensive and Doctoral Institution Council; a member of the 
Executive Committee of the NH Workforce Opportunity Council; a member of the 
Court Appointed Special Advocates of New Hampshire (CASA-NH) Board of 
Directors, a member of the Cheshire Medical Center Board of Directors and past-
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Monadnock Economic Development 
Corporation and the Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce. 
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TERRY KNOWLES  of Weare has held the position of assistant director of 
charitable trusts at the New Hampshire Attorney General’s Office for the past 26 
years.  She is the immediate past President of the National Association of State 
Charity Officials, a member of Independent Sector’s 990-PF Reform Advisory 
Committee, and a member of NCCUSL’s advisory committee on the Uniform 
Supervision of Charitable Purposes Act.  Terry has participated in Harvard 
University/Hauser Center’s Joint Seminar on Emerging Issues in Philanthropy, 
and the Urban Institute’s Task Force on the Form 990.  Her published articles 
include A Brief History of Charitable Regulation, The New Community Benefits 
Law, and The Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act published 
in the New Hampshire Bar Journal, Emerging Nonprofit and Foundation 
Enforcement Issues published in The Nonprofit Quarterly, and Charities and Real 
Estate Taxes:  A Dilemma for Local Officials published in New Hampshire Town 
and City Magazine.  She is also an adjunct professor of Political Science at UNH 
and teaches negotiation skills and nonprofit management in the Master of Public 
Administration program. 
 

 

MARY ANN KRISTIANSEN  was born and raised in Minnesota.  She received a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Communications from Gustavus Adolphus College in 
Minnesota.  After college, she moved to New York and worked for J. Walter 
Thompson Advertising and Merrill Lynch.  While she was there, she earned her 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration from New York University.  In New 
Hampshire, she has served as Vice President of the Monadnock Region Sierra 
Club, President of NHPR’s Community Advisory Board, Vice Chair of Giving 
Monadnock, Chair of Stonewall Farm, and is on the Keene Chamber of 
Commerce board. 
She moved to New Hampshire in 1991 and bought Buckminster Farm in Roxbury.   
She started a home-based soap making business in 1991 and also gardens and 
raises sheep and chickens at her farm.  Mary Ann founded Hannah Grimes 
Marketplace in 1997 to create a thriving marketplace for local products and to 
help the people who make those products build sustainable and successful 
businesses.   In recent years Hannah Grimes has broadened its scope to include 
entrepreneurs from industries ranging from high tech and medical to artisans and 
farmers.  Hannah Grimes runs a successful 12-month entrepreneurship program as 
well as operating The Hannah Grimes Center, a business incubator in downtown 
Keene.  Hannah Grimes also supports community economic development projects 
such as the Pinnacle Mountain Broadband Committee, the Localvore Project and 
the Monadnock Angel Investors Group. 
 

 

LINDA LAMIRANDE  is the Financial Analyst for Tri-County Community 
Action Program.  Her responsibilities include monthly analysis of financial 
reports, reconciling cash accounts, development of special reports to better 
manage information, providing assistance in the preparation/review of federal and 
state reports, in-depth analysis of accounts at year end, preparation of year end 
supporting work-papers to the financial statements, compiling financial 
information for special projects, cost allocation schedules for TCCAP owned 
buildings, support for the accounting of debt obligations/capital projects, property 
management/development, marketing, fundraising and special projects.  Linda 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Management and maintains a NH Real Estate 
Broker’s License.  Current volunteer projects include Family Resource Center at 
Gorham- Executive Board, Town of Milan Zoning Board, Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program and the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Luminaria 
Committee Chairperson/Team member.  Linda has been married to her husband, 
Bryan, since Aug. 4, 1984 and they reside in the home that they built on six acres 
in Milan with their mini schnauzer, Dexter.  Linda counts her daughters among her 
highest accomplishments.  Bryan and Linda enjoy vacationing in their backyard: 
hiking, biking, canoeing, boating, touring on motorcycle, photography and 
snowshoeing throughout the beautiful Great North Woods.    
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STEPHEN L’HEUREUX , is a Lieutenant with the Manchester Fire Department. 
His experience in emergency service spans 27 years.  He holds an Associate 
Degree in Emergency Medical Care from NH Technical Institute and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Fire Service Administration from Granite State College. He is a member 
of the College of Fellows with the National Academies of Emergency Dispatch.   
He served three terms in the NH State Legislature appointed by the Speaker of the 
House as Chairman of the House Education Committee for two terms  Nominated 
by Governor Lynch and confirmed by the Executive Council, Stephen began a two 
year term serving on the NH State Board of Education.  He lives in Hooksett with 
his wife Lisa and their three children; Chad 10, Chase 9 and Gabrielle 8. 
 
PATRICIA McGRATH  is an officer in the law firm of Devine, Millimet & 
Branch, where she focuses her practice in the areas of pension and benefits law, 
and trusts and estates law, in which she has a particular interest in representing 
nontraditional families regarding their unique needs. 
Pat is a member of the Boards of the Makin’ It Happen Coalition and the New 
Hampshire Freedom to Marry Coalition. She is a 10-year resident of New 
Hampshire and lives in Bedford with her partner, Penny. 

 

 
A lifelong resident of New Hampshire, ROB MILLER  graduated from 
Manchester Central High School in 1989, Yale University in 1993, and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1998, where he served as Senior Editor 
of the Law Review and Chairman of the Law School's Committee on Discipline, 
Honors and Academic Standing. After law school, Rob earned a clerkship with 
United States District Court Chief Judge Paul J. Barbadoro, and then joined 
Sheehan, Phinney, Bass & Green, where he was elected to the partnership in 2005 
and presently serves as Chairman of the firm's Hiring Committee. Rob's active 
litigation practice, with twin concentrations in business and intellectual property 
matters and zoning, planning and land use disputes, takes him all over the state 
and through all courts in the jurisdiction. 
Rob is also a four-time published author stabled with a major New York literary 
agency. Two of his books, "Law School Confidential" and "Med School 
Confidential", have become the cherished and best-selling works in their 
respective fields. A third book, "Business School Confidential" has been translated 
into multiple foreign languages. His latest work, "Campus Confidential - the 
Complete Guide to the College Experience," reviewed as "the final word on how 
to succeed in college" was recently featured on NPR's "Here and Now." He is 
presently at work on his first work of fiction, due in 2009.  Rob lives in Hopkinton 
with his wife Carolyn, and two sons, Nicholas, 4, and Lucas, 1. 
 

 

 
SHELLEY MITCHELL  is the Manager of Major and Planned Giving at NH 
Public Television. Her work focuses on building philanthropic capacity for the 
state’s only PBS station. Prior to this position, she worked at a start-up business 
creating on-line auctions for nonprofits, the UNH Foundation and Seacoast Land 
Trust. Other positions included working as the Director of Education at the 
Indianapolis Zoo and Education Specialist with the Indiana DNR-Division of 
Forestry.  Currently, Shelley is a Ph.D candidate in the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Studies program at UNH. She holds a M.B.A. from UNH as well 
and a B.S. in Forestry from Michigan Technological University along with 
certificates in Fund Raising Management and Professional Coaching. Her 
community involvement includes serving as past chair and current member on the 
Town of Durham’s Integrated Waste Management Advisory Committee, Advisory 
Board for Growing Places’ Early Child Care, Education & Youth Programs, 
Oyster River Youth Association Tennis Instructor, and Therapeutic Horseback 
Riding volunteer.  She is on the Presidential Council of Alumni at Michigan Tech, 
a volunteer with the Save Darfur Coalition and Women for Women International 
sponsor. Shelley lives with her husband, John Parry and their daughter Haley.  Her 
hobbies include travel, remote camping, reading and photography. 
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JULIA FAGAN OLIVARES is Director of Communications and Marketing for 
the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, a philanthropic institution that is 
committed to improving the quality of life in our communities. Prior to joining the 
Foundation, Ms. Olivares was Vice President of Marketing Communications for a 
financial services company in Boston, MA.   She has a Masters degree in 
Communications Management and serves on the NH Women's Lobby board. Ms. 
Olivares resides with her family in Bow, NH. 

 

 

STEVEN PARIS is the Medical Director of Dartmouth-Hitchcock Manchester.  
Previously  he serves as Medical Director of Caregroup in Boston, MA from 
1998-2000, Medical Director and Pediatrician of Caregroup Provider Service 
Network from 1977-1997.  Steven completed his Pediatric Residency at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 1974-1977, received his MD from Duke 
University in 1974, and his AB in  Chemisrtry from Harvard University in 1970.   
Steven’s current community activities include President of the Board of Child 
Family Services and Voluntary Medical Director, the Healthy Manchester 
Leadership Council, the Manchester Indigent Care Task Force, NH Medicaid 
PTAC, the United Way, and the Mental Health Center of Greater Manchester. 
 

 

Defining wealth by asset building and community involvement, LINDA PURDY  
has dedicated her life to teaching basic financial literacy and asset building skills 
to a very diverse and exceptional population.  Having worked for the public for 2 
decades she has learned from the masses that most folks work harder to earn their 
money than to keep it, spend more to borrow it and earn less on what they save 
than they should.  It is usually the “simple math” that gets people. It really does 
not discriminate through the income brackets and debt becomes relevant to 
income.  Her diverse work experiences have provided Linda with a great 
opportunity to learn and is excited  to continue learning , working  and growing ,  
while  bringing her experiences, strengths and hopes for a brighter and more 
conscientious world to Leadership NH class of 2008. 
 

 

LILLYE RAMOS-SPOONER  is the Director of Operations for the Greater 
Manchester AIDS Project.  The first Hispanic woman to be appointed to the New 
Hampshire commission on the Status of Women, Lillye Ramos Spooner, has lived 
in the state for more that 20 years. She is excited about recent Latino efforts to 
make their voices heard. Ms. Ramos Spooner has been involved in mobilizing 
Latinos, especially women, to resister and vote. She says encouraging Hispanics to 
participate in each and every election is the way to bring about positive changes. 
 

 

JIM ROCHE was named president of the Business & Industry Association of NH 
(BIA) in January 2005. The BIA is NH’s statewide chamber of commerce and 
leading business advocacy group.  Previous positions include president of the 
Mohawk Valley Chamber of Commerce, Inc. in upstate New York; director of 
corporate communications, International and Corporate Service Groups, 
Thompson Legal and Regulatory, Inc., of St. Paul, Minnesota; VP of Advantage 
Minnesota, Inc., Minnesota’s former economic development marketing 
corporation; director of marketing for the Duluth Entertainment Convention 
Center in Duluth, Minnesota; marketing director for The Northspan Group, Inc. 
serving Northeastern Minnesota; and district director for a Member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  Jim is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with 
extensive graduate work in public affairs. Jim is from a family of 10 children, and 
has two of his own (ages 7  and 15). 
 

 

RICHARD SEAMAN  joined the Student Conservation Association as its Chief 
Financial Officer in 2005 after spending 19 years as a Bank senior executive and 
management consultant.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Tufts University and his MBA from the Tuck 
School at Dartmouth College. He serves on the Board of the Greater Claremont 
Chamber of Commerce, is a call firefighter, maple sugarer and father of four.  
Richard and his wife Liza Draper moved from Boston five years ago and live in 
Claremont on Four Meadows Farm with their two younger children. 
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KIM SMALLEY  is a 1992 graduate of Franklin Pierce College with a BS in 
Management, Magna Cum Laude.  She has been with Pike Industries since 1984 
and is currently Contracts Administrator with the New Hampshire region, bidding 
highway projects and doing construction division accounting.  Kim is married, 
lives in Canterbury and enjoys outdoor activities and traveling. 

 

 
 
 
LISABRITT SOLSKY  is an attorney and administrator at the NH Department of 
Health and Human Services.  She serves as counsel to the Division of Family 
Assistance and the Office of Reimbursements and is the administrator of the 
Department’s Administrative Rules Unit and Estate Recovery Unit.  Lisabritt 
played a key role in the GraniteCare Medicaid eligibility modernization proposal 
passed in NH in 2005, many elements of which were later passed federally by 
Congress.  She is a member of both the NH and Massachusetts Bar Associations.  
Lisabritt participates in the NH Bar Association’s “A Lawyer in Every School.” 
Prior to joining the Department in 2000, she worked for Merrimack Valley Legal 
Services in Massachusetts where she specialized in housing and public assistance 
matters on Cape Ann.  She is a 1996 graduate of the District of Columbia School 
of Law, and a 1992 graduate of University of Massachusetts Amherst.  She lives 
in Concord with her musician husband Scott and their 3 children, ages 5, 3 and 1.   
 

 

PERRY SPEARMAN is the publisher of Town Planner Community Calendar, a 
community resource designed for use by families and businesses. He and his wife 
began their franchise operation in 2005 with a Nashua calendar. Since then, they 
have published one for Hudson, are working on a 2008 calendar for Merrimack, 
and are continually expanding into other communities throughout Hillsborough 
County and northern Massachusetts. Spearman graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1993 with a BS in Radiological Science. After graduation, he 
worked in radiation safety at MIT and in Harvard’s environmental health and 
safety department where he taught weekly radiation training classes to faculty, 
students, and staff. In 1997, Spearman moved into the software industry where he 
worked in performance testing until 2006. At that time, he left his corporate 
position to become a full time entrepreneur. He is a member of the Nashua, 
Hudson, and Merrimack Chambers of Commerce, Business Network International 
(BNI), Hudson Kiwanis, and the Nashua West Rotary Club. He was involved with 
the Rotary’s Meals on Wheels program and its Youth Leadership Awards 
committee. Spearman lives in Nashua with his wife and three children.  
 

 

ROY SWONGER is a Director of Software Development at Oracle Corporation's 
New England Development Center in Nashua, NH. After completing a bachelor's 
degree in computer science at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Roy started his 
career in software with Digital Equipment Corporation, where he worked until his 
group was acquired by Oracle in 1994. Roy earned a master's degree in software 
engineering from Carnegie Mellon University along the way, and his professional 
focus has been on improving software quality and development processes ever 
since.  Roy has been active in local school district issues over the past decade. He 
served on the district's space needs committee for the most recent high school 
addition, and wrote a successful grant application to help fund a new elementary 
school playground. He was recently elected to a one-year term on the Merrimack 
School District Budget Committee for the 2007-2008 fiscal year. Roy has also 
brought his involvement to the state level, serving on Governor Shaheen's 
Information Technology Strategic Planning Commission.  Roy and his wife Trisha 
live in Merrimack with their two daughters, Jennifer and Katie. 
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MICHELE TALWANI is the External Relations and Communications Director 
of the Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA), a quasi governmental 
agency that supports affordable housing and economic development activities in 
New Hampshire.  In her position she is responsible for all external 
communications. She is an action-oriented communications professional that has 
been successful in getting media attention for her both CDFA and the NH Main 
Street Center, a delegate agency of CDFA. Previously, she was a Marketing 
Consultant for the NH Electric Cooperative in Plymouth, and as a Lecturer in 
Marketing at Plymouth State University (PSU). She is the Chairperson of the PSU 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, a Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Yankee Chapter Public Relations Society of America, and a volunteer for 
Labs4rescue.  She holds a Masters in Business Admin from PSU, and lives in 
Northfield with her husband, Jameel, daughter, Hope, and their Chocolate Lab. 
 

 

PATRICK TUFTS  joined Heritage United Way in November 2005 as the 
President & CEO of the organization. Prior to joining Heritage United Way, 
Patrick was the Vice President of Resource Development at the United Way of 
Greater Portland (Portland ME). During that time Patrick was responsible for the 
strategic direction and implementation of annual campaigns that raised over 
$26,000,000 from 2003 to 2005.  Prior to working in Portland Maine, Patrick 
served as the Vice President and Area Director (Lowell) at the Merrimack Valley 
United Way.  From 1999 to 2003 Patrick was responsible for raising and investing 
over $22,000,000 in the Merrimack Valley region. Included in this effort were 
leading innovative initiatives such as Success By 6, Summer Experiences in 
Greater Lowell, and Keeping Kids on Track.  Patrick is a graduate of Missouri 
State University (BS Criminology) and UNH (MA Social Work) Patrick lives in 
Auburn with his wife, Allison, and their two children. Nicholas (5) and Lydia (2).  

 

DEBORAH WATROUS has been on the staff of the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council for 14 years, and has served as Executive Director since 2004.  She 
oversees a staff of seven and works with a statewide Board of 22 community and 
academic leaders to bring humanities programs to the general public and to under-
served constituencies such as public school teachers and newly literate adults.  
Prior to assuming leadership of the NHHC, Watrous directed a variety of Council 
programs and events and served as a grantwriter and publicist.  Watrous has been 
in non-profit development for over 20 years, including as Membership Director 
for NH Public Radio and Director of Institutional and Alumni Development at NH 
Technical Institute.   Watrous earned a Masters of Music from University of 
Cincinnati-College Conservatory of Music.  She lives in Concord with her 
husband, Rick, a media literacy educator, and her two children.   
 

 

CRAIG WELCH  is the managing director of Craig Welch Group LLC, an 
independent commercial real estate advisory firm.  Craig specializes in buyer 
representation and has brokered over $20 million in real estate transactions in NH 
and Maine.    Prior to founding Craig Welch Group, Craig served as a commercial 
real estate advisor with Grubb & Ellis | Coldstream Real Estate Advisors Inc.      
Craig is a member of the Commercial and Investment Board of Realtors, and was 
recently named Chairman of LCHIP, the state authority charged with preserving 
the State’s most important historic, cultural, and natural resources.  Craig has also 
worked in technology as a principal and director of business development for 
Wunderkind Studios.  Craig served as a special assistant to NH Governor Jeanne 
Shaheen, advising on telecommunications and information technology, and as the 
Director of the Governor’s Council on Volunteerism and a member of the NH 
Commission on National Service.   Prior his service with the State of NH, Craig 
served as a leader of the inaugural class of the AmeriCorps National Service 
Program and the AmeriCorps Leaders Program.   Craig holds a M.Ed in 
Organization and Management from Antioch University and also degrees from 
UNH and The Ikuno School in Osaka, Japan.  Craig lives in Portsmouth and 
enjoys spending time outdoors in NH with his wife, Stefany Shaheen, and four 
young children, Elle, Annah, and Caraline and William.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


