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New Hampshire and the Distribution of the Population by Age  
The purpose of this exercise is simply to help all of us begin thinking about defining issues/opportunities that future leaders of New Hampshire will have to confront.   The questions below are meant to help define the boundary of issues and questions and provoke careful thought.  The point is for the future leaders of New Hampshire to begin answering some basic questions about policy.   
What are those basic questions?    

1) Is there a problem (or maybe an opportunity?) 

2) What’s the problem (or opportunity)?  

3) What are the implications for the state?

4) What can be done, who can do it and how? 

Answer some, all, none of these questions below but be prepared to report out your collective thoughts on the issue of the changing demographics of New Hampshire through the lens of the population’s age.  
The policy implications of aging. 
1) What does the data provided in “What is NH?” suggest regarding the changing distribution of age in New Hampshire?  
· How is the population by age changing?  Children?  Adults?  The Elderly? 

2) What are the implications of these trends on the state? 

· Transportation

· Housing

· Education Policy

· Health care expenditures

3) What policy levers are available to accelerate or halt (depending on your perspective and discussion of the implication of these trends)? 

· Are these policy levers federal, state, local, or private initiatives?
4) What partners are available to move these policy levers? 

· Business/Private Industry
· State government (Governor, Executive Council, House, Senate) 

· Advocacy groups (e.g. the American Association of Retired People)

· Towns

Specific Possible Policy Scenarios
1) Older people spend more on healthcare, but less on education than those in the middle adult age groups.  Consider the public policy impacts for New Hampshire’s educational institutions.

2) Individuals accumulate assets over their working years, and decumulate assets during their retirement years. As the retirement population increases relative to the working age population this could lead to more individuals wishing to sell assets than buy, which would reduce net asset values and increase interest rates.  This could mean declining property values, with commensurate impacts on local revenue.  Consider the public policy response.

3) Most towns in New Hampshire grant elderly property tax exemptions based on income.  Is this appropriate public policy?  What are the implications of an aging population for this public policy? 

4) Most nursing homes in New Hampshire are run by the county governments.  Consider the impact on county services of an increasingly elderly population.

5) How is the aging of the NH’s population impacting the state’s identity?  Is this beneficial and why? How does this impact how we fit into rest of the country? 
Page #1

[image: image1][image: image2.wmf]