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New Hampshire and the Economy 

The purpose of this exercise is simply to help all of us begin thinking about defining issues/opportunities that future leaders of New Hampshire will have to confront.   The questions below are meant to help define the boundary of issues and questions and provoke careful thought.  The point is for the future leaders of New Hampshire to begin answering some basic questions.  
What are those basic questions?    

1) Is there a problem (or maybe an opportunity?) 

2) What’s the problem (or opportunity)?  

3) What are the implications for the state?

4) What can be done, who can do it and how? 

Answer some, all, none of these questions but be prepared to report out your collective thoughts on the issue of the changing economy.  

Trends in the Economy

1) What does the data provided in “What is NH?” suggest regarding the changing NH Economy? 

· Growth industries (e.g. manufacturing versus health care)

· General level of growth? 

· Aging of New Hampshire? 
2) What are the implications of these trends on the state? 

· New Hampshire Businesses
· Housing

· Education Policy

· Health care

3) What policy levers are available to accelerate or halt (depending on your perspective and discussion of the implication of these trends)? 

· Are these policy levers federal, state, local, or private initiatives?
4) What partners are available to move these policy levers? 

· Business/Private Industry
· State government (Governor, Executive Council, House, Senate) 

· Advocacy groups (e.g. the American Association of Retired People)

· Towns

Specific Possible Policy Scenarios

1. How can the state of New Hampshire most effectively prepare itself or the economic world post the great recession? 

2. In the late 1970’s through the 1980’s New Hampshire income per capita increased faster than the US average, moving New Hampshire from the middle of the states to today’s 7th highest income per capita.  What caused change in relative NH income per capita in the late 1970’s, and is there a set of public policies that can support this performance?

3. Education is correlated with economic success – the more educated you are, the higher your likely lifetime income.  Since education is important to economic development, should public policy support education, and if so, how?

4. New Hampshire recently raised its minimum wage, after not having increased it since 1997.  Supporters hailed the increase in the state minimum wage as a benefit to the state’s poor, but a number of New Hampshire business owners (in food service, retail and tourism) said they would be hiring fewer workers.  Was raising the minimum wage appropriate public policy?

5. How are the growth industries in NH impacting the state’s identity?  How is the loss of industries impacting NH’s identity? Is this beneficial and why? How does this impact how we fit into rest of the country?
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