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New Hampshire and the Environment

The purpose of this exercise is simply to help all of us begin thinking about defining issues/opportunities that future leaders of New Hampshire will have to confront.   The questions below are meant to help define the boundary of issues and questions and provoke careful thought.  The point is for the future leaders of New Hampshire to begin answering some basic questions.  
What are those basic questions?    

1) Is there a problem (or maybe an opportunity?) 

2) What’s the problem (or opportunity)?  

3) What are the implications for the state?

4) What can be done, who can do it and how? 

Answer some, all, none of these questions but be prepared to report out your collective thoughts on the issue of New Hampshire’s changing environment.  

Trends in the Environment

1) What does the data provided in “What is NH?” (or any other source, for that matter) suggest regarding the changing NH Environment? 

· Water quality

· Climate Change

· Air quality 

2) What are the implications of these trends on the state?  Think about, for example 

· New Hampshire businesses
· Towns 

· New Hampshire’s grandchildren 

· Health care
3) What policy levers are available to accelerate or halt (depending on your perspective and discussion of the implication of these trends)? 
4) Are these policy levers federal, state, local, or private initiatives?
5) What partners are available to move these policy levers? 

· Other States

· Federal government

· Business/Private Industry
· State government (Governor, Executive Council, House, Senate) 

· Advocacy groups (e.g. the American Association of Retired People)

· Towns

Specific Possible Policy Scenarios

1) “NH is already too developed.”   Discuss policies to protect and restore rural and wilderness areas…in the southern areas, in the north country. What should NH be doing about transportation?
2) What is the relationship between the conversation of open spaces and workforce housing?  Do the two policy priorities work against one another? 
3) While global climate change is generally considered a problem, how can the state “capitalize” on the impacts of climate change?
4) What can we do to influence global climate change at the state and local level?  Can these levels of government impact global climate change alone? 

5) New Hampshire has joined two dozen other states in an effort to have 25 percent of New Hampshire's energy come from renewable sources by 2025 (www.25x25.org).  What are the public policy initiatives that could ensure the state meets this goal?

6) How is urban sprawl impacting the state’s identity?  Is this beneficial and why? How does this impact how we fit into rest of the country?
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